DAVIS COUNTY:
HUB OF RIVERS, TRAILS & RAILS

The 1875 Jake Callen expedition departing Junction City. Photo provided by the Geary County Historical Museum

3" Annual Conference of the Smoky Hill Trail Association
October 30, 31, & November 1, 2009
Junction City, Kansas



PRESIDENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE

The presentations planned for this year’s Smoky Hill Trail conference will continue to enhance
our understanding and appreciation of the trail. Speakers Ron Harris, Sonie Liebler, Bill
McKale, Lee Whiteley, Mike Olsen will be presenting on Junction City, Fort Riley, steamboats
on the Kaw River, monuments, markers, and literature on the Smoky Hill Trail. Serle Chapman
will be continuing his presentation of information on Cheyennes and the Smoky Hill Trail. You
won’t want to miss the opportunity to hear what these speakers have to offer!

Junction City and Fort Riley, clad in autumn colors, will provide a wonderful scenic backdrop
for the conference. Conference Chairman, Ron Harris, has organized tours on trail sites so you
will not only visit the sites, but be able to appreciate the change of seasons as we make the tours.

Your Board of Directors and Chairman Ron have worked hard to make your conference
available to everyone who shares an interest in researching, teaching, andlearning about the
Smoky Hill Trail. We encourage connections between scholars, historians, teachers, students,
writers, readers, and everyone who enjoys learning about the trail. The Conference provides a
perfect venue for making those connections.

This year’s Conference will follow our first two in Hays and Salina, by continuing to provide
rich historical content, networking and a time to just have fun. Please come to Junction City and
join us!

Mike Baughn, President
PO Box 159

Brewster, KS 67732-0159
785-694-2278

Remember the Smoky Hill Trail!

MISCELLANEQUS INFORMATION

GEARY COUNTY MUSEUM

The three-story, native limestone building which houses the Geary County Historical Museum,
has been described by architects as a “unique and magnificent strudure and an outstanding
example of the stonecutter’s art.” The building originally the Junction City High School, was
constructed in 1903 by local contractors, Ziegler and Dalton, at a cost of $30,000. The school
building was used by USD #475 until 1982. The building was purchased by Fred Bramalage
who then donated it to the Geary County Historical Society 25 years ago.

The Smithsonian exhibit, sponsored by the Kansas Humanities Council, called “Journey Stories”
will be in the upstairs auditorium of the Geary County Museum. (Please see the back cover of the
brochure for more information.)



There are 3 stories of exhibits which include: Native American, Territorial Capitol, local and
county, Grandma’s kitchen & parlor, fashions of the day, schoolroom, railroad station, hand
pulled fire truck, and a 1903 printing press used by the school. The hours of the Geary County
Museum are from 9 am to 4 pm daily. Take time to visit it while you are in Junction City.

BANQUET/MEMBERSHIP MEETING/AWARDS PRESENTATION- SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 31, 2009

The dinner will be held at the C.L. Hoover Opera House, 135 West 7" St. The space is limited
to 70 people, so get your registration in early.

Entertainment Provided by the Territorial Troubadours......

The “Territorial Troubadours” has evolved from a multigenerational one-family singing group

to various incarnations and ensembles depending on the occasion and the setting. The group that
will be performing for the SmHTA consists primarily of officers in the Partners of the First
Territorial Capitol, the “friends” group that operates this Kansas historic site on Fat Riley. The
Troubadours have performed at history fairs, folk festivals, church gatherings, and community
concerts in the Fort Riley/Junction City area, and are under the direction of Eric Childs, who
most often accompanies on the acoustic guitar. Dressed in period costumes representative of the
music they perform, their program will consist of harmonious renditions of the songs heard along
American pioneer trails and sung around campfires of the Civil War.

HOTEL ROOMS - RESERVE YOUR ROOMS NOW!

Board Hotel - A block of rooms has been set aside at the Days Inn located off 1-70 Exit 296.
ADDRESS: 1024 S. Washington Street. RATE: $69.78 which includes tax. AMENITIES:
Continental breakfast, free internet, USA Today newspaper, & pool Cut-off date for reservations
is October 9, 2009. PHONE: 785-762-2727

A block of rooms has been set aside for the conference at the Super 8 located off I-70 Exit 298.
ADDRESS: 1001 East 6™ Street. RATE: $56.22 which includes tax. AMENITIES: SuperStart
breakfast, free internet, & pool. Cut-off date for reservations is October 9, 2009. PHONE: 785
238-8101

A block of rooms has been set aside at the Econo Lodge. ADDRESS: 211 West Flint Hills
Bivd. RATE: $50.59 which includes tax. AMENITIES: Continental breakfast, free internet, &
pool. Cut-off date for reservations is October 9, 2009. PHONE: 785-238-8181

When calling for your hotel reservations please say you are with the Smoky Hill Trail. 1f you
have any problems, please call Jody Zeman at 785-259-0725.

PARKING

Parking is available in the lot behind the Geary County Museum by going down the alley and
parking on the grass. Please leave the handicapped parking behind the museum open for
museum visitors. This is just 2 blocks from the Opera House. Remember that thetours depart
from the Geary County Museum.

There is a parking lot one-half block north of the Opera House at 8" and Jefferson. There is also
a small lot to the west of the Opera House.

Street parking may be more difficult on Saturday.



TOURS (Please remember these museums can only stay open with the help of our donations.)

Friday, October 30 - Junction City Tour:

The tour departs from the Geary County Historical Museum located at 530 North Adams Street.
It begins with the Geary County Museum, which will include the Smithsonian exhibit “Journey
Stories,” Starke House Museum (oldest brick building in Junction City, furnished in the turn of
the century décor), and the Spring Valley Historic School site, Heritage Park with the Civil War
Arch and the Kansas Vietnam War Memorial, Buffalo Soldier Memorial, Coronado Memorial,
and the Episcopal Church (Jeb Stuart helped start this church).

Saturday, October 31, 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm — Fort Riley Tour:
The tour departs from the Geary County Historical Museum located at 530 North Adams Street.

REMINDER: When we arrive at the Fort Riley gate, an MP or Security Guard will board the
bus and we will each have to show our ID’s or you will not be allowed to enter the post.

The first stop on our Fort Riley tour will be of the 1% Territorial Capitol of Kansas.” This is
the only building standing of the first capitol town of Pawnee. Although it was the Territorial
Capitol for only five days, we believe that the beginning of the Civil War started here July4,
1855. The Fort Leavenworth to Fort Riley Military Road/Smoky Hill Trail passed within yards
of this building. While here Kathleen Harris will take you back to 1856, on Reetta Morris
Hadden’s exciting trip along the trail, as she and her father delivered the western ballots to
Lecompton.

The U.S. Cavalry Museum and Custer House will be our next stop. This museum is in the old
post hospital surrounded by many monuments and statues. The statue of Fredrick Remington’s
“Old Bill” stands over the grave of Chief, the last Cavalry horse. Displays feature the history of
the American Horse Soldiers who played an important role in the development and defense of
the United States. The US Cavalry spirit lives on in one of the finest military museums in the
country. Close by we will walk to the Custer House. This is the only stone officer quarters that
was standing at the time that General Custer and Libby were here. It represents life at Fort Riley
during the frontier period. View historic photos as well as those of George and Libby Custer.

Since the Custer House can only handle 25 people in one group, our groups will be divided in
half with one visiting the Custer House and the other the US Cavalry Museum, then switching
sites. Both locations are within a short walking distance of one another.

Upon leaving Fort Riley we travel to Manhattan to view four markers on the Military
Road/Smoky Hill Trail. We will be able to walk along the trail to view two of the large
markers put there by local historians. The Wildcat Alps was considered to be the most difficult
part of the trail to cross. One freighter called it the Wildcat Alps. The other two markers are
easy to view as they are next to the road.

Leaving Manhattan we will visit the 100 Mile Cut Off/Mormon Trail ruts on Grant Ridge just
east of Fort Riley. The hill was so steep that they would often chain the wheels of their wagons
going down. You can see I-70 and visualize the route it took to cross the Kansas River to Fort
Riley. We then return to Junction City.



Sunday, November 1, 1:00 pm to 4:15pm—- Smoky Hill Trail Tour:
The tour departs from the Geary County Historical Museum located at 530 North Adams Street.

We will follow the stage route, as close as possible, through Junction City to thefirst ruts along
the Smoky Hill Trail. There were two branches of the trail that left Junction City. These ruts
are located near the junction of two Smoky Hill Trails from Junction City, five miles west of
town. | have often thought that one was primarly used by freighters and the other of stage lines.
These two sets of ruts aim to the Mair Springs and Seven Springs campgrounds. From the ruts
on the hill side you can follow them to the Seven Springs Corral. This is a very large stone
corral started in 1867 by Joseph G. McCoy, the father of the Chisholm Trail. This corral is
three football fields long and at least seventy-five yards wide. Although McCoy started the
corral he never finished it as he moved a few more miles west to Abilene. Help us sdve the
mystery of the jail window in the wall. After leaving the corral we will seeMair Springs from
the bus on one side and ruts along the road on the other.

Our next stop will be Stage Station at Chapman Creek. The short lived Leavenworth and
Pikes Peak Express Stage Company turned north at this site while travelers on the Smoky Hill
Trail continued westward. Those who visited the site in going west included Horace Greeley,
the Custer’s, “Wild Bill” Hickok and so many more notable people it would fil a book. Jolana
Montgomery Matney, owner of the stage stop and store, will provide a history of the site. The
station was demolished during the 2008 tornado. You can view the ruts to the Chapman Creek
Crossing which was bridged in 1859.

From the stage station we will go to the Chapman Golf Course to view two deep ruts of the
Smoky Hill Trail. These ruts can also be seen on the western edge of the Chapman Cemetery.
On the golf course side of the fence there are at least five more sets of ruts. We wil then return
to Junction City.

SMOKY HILL TRAIL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Friday, October 30
10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting
Geary County Historical Museum, 530 North Adams Street

1:30 p.m. — 3:00 p.m. Registration
Geary County Historical Museum, 530 North Adams Street

3:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m. Walking Tour of Junction City
Depart from Geary County Historical Museum, 530
North Adams Street

5:30 p.m. Dinner on own or join the group at Kite’s Bar & Grill corner
of 6" & Washington ($9-$15 meals)



Saturday, October 31
7:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
8:15a.m.— 8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m.— 9:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. —10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.— 5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 1

8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. — 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. —10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. —10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. — 4:15 p.m.

Registration & Sessions
C.L. Hoover Opera House, 135 West 7" Street

Welcome, Announcements, Introduction of Speaker

Session: Davis County, On the Trails to Everywhere— Ron
Harris

Session: Pikes Peak or Bust via Steamboat: Kaw River
Navigation — Sonie Brown Liebler

BREAK

Session: Fort Riley and the Smoky Hill Trail — Bill McKale
Lunch On Own

Bus Tour of Fort Riley & Military & Morman Trail Ruts
Buses depart from Geary County Historical Museum, 530

North Adams Street

Banquet/ General Membership Meeting/Awards

Presentation/Entertainment by the Territorial Troubadours
C. L. Hoover Opera House, 135 West 7" Street

Registration & Sessions
C. L. Hoover Opera House, 135 West 7" Street

Session: Monuments, Markers, Murals, and More along the
Smoky Hill Trail - Lee Whiteley

Session: Fact or Fiction? The Literature of the Smoky Hill
Trail — Mike Olsen

BREAK

Session: Cheyennes and the Smoky Hill Trail— Part 11 — Serle
Chapman

Bus Tour of Smoky Hill Route (West of Junction City)
Buses depart from Geary County Historical Museum, 530 North
Adams Street



Serle L. Chapman - “Cheyennes and the Smoky Hill Trail, Part 11”
Cheyenne historian Serle Chapman, writer and photographer, has published a number of acclaimed books about American Indians. The
Associated Press designated him “one of America’sfifty most influential writers.” Chapman’s forebears include legendary frontier scout Amos
Chapman and his wife Long Neck Woman, daughter of Cheyenne Chief Sleeping Bear. Serle and Sarah Chapman operateGo Native America
tours.

Kathleen Harris — “Reetta Morris Hadden Monologue”
Kathleen Harris is a native Kansan, a member of the Junction City community since 1961. She taught secondary English in USD #475 from
1982-2004, and is currently the office manager for Schoenrock Realtors.

She fell in love with Junction City and Fort Riley from the first when she discovered their rich cultural and historical heritage through the striking
architecture in both city and post. “The First Territorial Capitol is an absolute treasure whichevokes the adventures, trials, tribulations and
victories of the earliest days of the settlement of Kansas, most especially the conflicts on human rights and the Civil War.”

When Kathleen first read the account of Reeta Morris Hadden’s connection to the First Territorial Capitol and Reeta’s perilous journey on the
Military Road/Smoky Hill Trail when she was only seven years old to deliver the antislavery ballots in the Presidential Election of 1856, “I knew
that Reeta’s was a story that had to be told, so I developed it into a mondogue. My goal is that it will spark the interest of contemporary
audiences and excite them about issues in this period of history that are still relevant today.”

Ron Harris - “Davis County, On the Trails to Everywhere” & Tours Host
Ron Harris, a retired history teacher for USD #475 for thirty nine years, is currently employed as a Site Manager for the Geary County Historical
Society. His love of history is a driving force in this life. He does historical programs and is a historical reenactor. He is active in researching
and giving tours of historic trails in Geary County and nearby counties. He was a charter member from Geary County on the Freedom’s Frontier
National Heritage Area, the Vice President of the Partners of the First Territorial Capitolof Kansas, a State of Kansas Historical Site and a
member of the Smoky Hill Trail Association. He is also the Chairman for the Conference.

Sonie Brown Liebler — “Pikes Peak or Bust via Steamboat: Kaw River

Navigation”

Sonie Brown Liebler is a steamboat and Western rivers historian with a special interest in the Kansas and Missouri Rivers steamboat trades of the
nineteenth century. She holds BS and MA degrees in history from Kansas State University, Manhattan. Liebler has been an editorial consultant
for Sunflower University Press, Manhattan; associate editor of the “Journal of the West”; correspondent for “The Waterways Journal” in St.
Louis; and written articles for many publications, including the riverboat magazine “The Reflector” and “The Journal & the West,” and a
monograph That Splendid Little Steamer Hartford. She is on the Board of River Boat Pilots of the Midwest Riverboat Buffs and a member of
Sons and Daughters of the Pioneer Rivermen, and Kansas state and county historical societies. Lieller enjoys speaking to organizations about the



Kaw River paddlewheelers and is currently writing a history of that shortlived but exciting era. A native Kansan, she grew up in Junction City
and lived in Manhattan for many years.

William McKale - “Fort Riley and the Smoky Hill Trail”
William McKale is a native Kansan who attended Kansas State University and earned B.S. and M.A. degrees in American History.
Commissioned as a Second Lieutenant upon graduation, he served with the First Infantry Division béween 1973 and 1975. Upon completion of
his military service, Mr. McKale taught for the Fort Riley Adult High School and later, at Junction City Senior High School. He has taught
classes for Kansas State University and Central Texas College. In 1981, hebecame the Museum Specialist for the U.S. Cavalry Museum, Fort
Riley. In 2002, he became the Museum Director of the Fort Riley Museums.

Mr. McKale oversees the operation of the Museum Division, which includes the U.S. Cavalry Museum and the ' Infantry Division Museum.
These collections include historically unique examples of uniforms, weapons, and equipment used by American soldiers from the Revolutionary

War to the present. The objects from these collections are used to teach today’s soldier and thegeneral public about the contributions made by
the Army in the development of our nation.

Mr. McKale has published articles on 19" century military history in several professional journals and is the co-author of Fort Riley: Citadel of
the Frontier West, published by the Kansas State Historical Society and Fort Riley: A Pictorial History, published by Arcadia Press.

Mike Olsen - “Fact or Fiction? Literature of the Smoky Hill Trail”
Dr. Mike Olsen is professor emeritus of New Mexico Highlands University, Las VVegas, New Mexico, where he taught American history from
1973 t0 2002. He also taught full time at Pikes Peak Community College (20032007) in Colorado Springs. His research interest lies chiefly in
the social and ethnic history of western trails, especially the Santa Fe Trail and the Smoky Hill Trail. His most recent publication is “The Santa
Fe Trail in the Nineteenth Century: * We Encountered Six Americans,” inTelling New Mexico: A New History, published by the Museum of New
Mexico Press, Santa Fe, 2009.

Lee Whiteley - “Monuments, Markers, Murals, and More along the Smoky
Hill Trail”

Lee Whiteley has authored five books on the transportation history of theWest: The Cherokee Trail, Cherokee Trail Diaries The Yellowstone
Highway, The Lincoln Highway in Colorado, and The Playground Trail: the National Park-to-Park Highway. Lee and wife Jane are associate
producers of the documentary now being shown on PBS: “Paving the Way, the National Parkto-Park Highway.” Lee is currently researching the
history of transportation from the Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains of Colorado: the Smoky Hill Trail, the Kansas Pacific Railway, the
Victory Highway, and U.S. Highway 40.



SMOKY HILL TRAIL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 1, 2009 - JUNCTION CITY, KANSAS

1. Personal Information
First & Last Name (S)
Address:

City: State ZIP
Telephone () Email

2. Conference Fees

Member Discount Registration -received by Oct. 10 #attending_ @ $40
Member Registration received after Oct. 10 #attending_ @ $50
Non-Member Registration received by Oct 10 *** #attending_ @ $90
Non-Member Registration received after Oct 10 *** #attending_ @ $95
Banquet/General Membership Meeting/

Awards Presentation #attending_ @ $30
Saturday Bus Tour of Fort Riley, Military & Mormon

Trails #attending_ @ $40
Sunday Bus Tour of Trail West of Junction City #attending_ @ $40

TOTAL REGISTATION FEE(S)

*** Non-member registration includes individual membership through 2010, or you may join the association
with this registration form and register at the member rat. If any member of a family is a member,
other family members living at same address may register at the member rate.

3. Membership Fees

Membership Categories: (Annual Memberships expire 12/31/09) New or Renewal?
] $25 Individual ] $50 Business ] New
1 $30 Family (lives at same address) [ $100 Patron 1 Renewal

1 $40 Institution (libraries, museums, [1 $500 Lifetime
Historical societies)
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP FEE(S)

Registration Fee(s) $
Membership (Fee(s) $
TOTAL Registration/ Membership Fee(s) $

Registration will be available onsite; however, there is no guarantee of space for tours and dinrer.

4. Miscellaneous
Please check here if you are interested in: 1 Board Member 71 Committee Member

Special needs (vegetarian, etc.):

5. Payment
(1 Check enclosed payable to: Smoky Hill Trail Association
Charge my: 1 VISA (1 MasterCard [] Discover 1 AMEX

Card No: Expires:

Signature:

Return form to: Smoky Hill Trail Association, Inc., P.O. Box 322, WaKeeney, KS 67672



Smoky Hill Trail Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 322
WakKeeney, KS 67672

Change Service Requested

GEARY COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM (CONTINUED)

Journey Stories is a Smithsonian curated exhibit, brought to the Geary County Historical
Museum in cooperation with the Kansas Humanities Council. Journey Stories examines the
intersection between immigration and migration and the development of transportation
technology. Some people have chosen to come to America in search of a better life and
economic opportunity. Others were enslaved and brought here by force to work for others.
Those who were here first, Native Americans were pushed aside as others came. Jouneys did
not end once people got to America. Economic opportunity continued to draw people to the
central and West coast areas of the United States. This freedom to move spurred the
development of means to move-different vehicles for different journeys. Journey Stories also
looks at these various modes of transportation.

Geary County Historical Museum will host the Journey Stories exhibit from October 2 to
November 15, 2009. During the run of the exhibit, GCHM will be open from 9:00 am to 4:00
pm Tuesday through Saturday and 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Sunday. The museum has accessible
entry, restrooms, and elevator. There is no entry fee. We will also be mounting a companion
exhibit, Junction City: on the Road to Everywhere, which will look at the impact on the city and
the county of the development of five major modes of transportation: horse and wagon,
steamboats and water travel, automobiles, trains, and aviation. Our Grand Opening will feature a
vintage Airplane show on Saturday, October 3 and a Journey’s Fair on Sunday, October 4.



