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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME MESSAGE 
  

Our first year as an Association is swiftly drawing to a close and with it comes the anticipation of our 2nd 
Annual Conference. Slated for October 17-19 in Salina, Kansas, everyone should be greasin’ up the 
wagon axles and firin’ off your registration forms so that you don’t miss the coming grand event! 
 

Leo Oliva has worked overtime to corral an outstanding group of presenters who will present an array of 
topics relating to the Smoky Hill Trail. The conference keynote address will be given by Serle Chapman, 
Northern Cheyenne, who will speak to us from the Cheyenne perspective, regarding the intrusion of the 
Smoky Hill Trail into The People’s country. Tim Zwink, Lee Whiteley, John Charlton, Jud Lilly, Marsha 
King, George Elmore, and Linda Hubalek will be speaking to us on Saturday and Sunday. You’ll be 
kickin’ yourself for the following year if you don’t make your way to Salina to learn more about the 
Smoky Hill Trail. 
 

Joanne VanCoevern has spent many hours arranging conference facilities and events for conferees 
enjoyment and convenience. Those taking advantage of the bus tours will be thrilled by the story tellin’ of 
the Cowboy, Jim Gray, and enjoy buffalo fare at the Smoky Hill Bison Company.  
 

By the time you read this, your Board will have met at Limon, Colorado, to finalize the conference 
agenda. Since the Smoky Hill Trail affected both Kansas and Colorado, I am really looking forward to 
getting interested members from both states working toward National Historic Trail designation for the 
trail. 
 

National Historic Trail Committee chair and Association Vice President, Donna Malsom, held a 
committee meeting in Hays, Kansas June 21. Harry Meyers, Santa Fe Trail Association Manager, took us 
through the steps that will be necessary in the National Historic Trail designation process. A daunting 
task, but the Smoky Hill Trail Association (SmHTA) is up for the task! Harry receives our thanks for 
sharing his knowledge and giving us encouragement. 
 

Secretary and Membership Co-Chair Jody Zeman and Membership Co-Chair Kay Homewood report our 
membership is growing monthly. Every member is encouraged to promote the SmHTA, as membership in 
any organization is its strength. 
 

Your SmHTA Board and Committees have been working tirelessly to make sure that our organization has 
a stellar start-up year! They have succeeded! They have put your president to shame with the amount of 
work they have accomplished and with so little effort on my part. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all in Salina, Kansas, and for those of you who were able to attend our first 
conference in Hays, I know you won’t be disappointed with the second. 
 

Remember the Smoky Hill Trail!    Mike Baughn, President 
 
BANQUET/MEMBERSHIP MEETING/AWARDS PRESENTATION/KEYNOTE ADDDRESS – 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2008 
Dinner buffet style: roast beef w/gravy; grilled seasoned chicken breast, mashed potatoes, rice, green 
beans, corn, salad bar, dinner rolls, dessert and beverage service (coffee, iced tea and water). Please 
remember this is a one-time pass buffet. 
 
SMOKY’S SILENT AUCTION 
Join the fun and friendly competition. Bid on weekend trips, rounds of target sporting clays, meals, 
handy-work, and a variety of other useful and collectible items gathered along the Smoky Hill Trail. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to grab great bargains in support of the association at the annual conference. 
You will be ready to bid any time with the bid number printed on the back of your badge. Your spouse 
and/or significant other are invited to join the fun using your number. Winners will be announced 
Saturday, October 18, 2008. 



HOTEL ROOMS - RESERVE YOUR ROOMS NOW!  
Board Hotel - A block of rooms has been set aside at the Days Inn located off Exit 252/I-70/9th Street 
exit. The rate is $62.95 plus tax. Continental breakfast provided. Cut-off date for reservations is October 
10, 2008. Phone: 785-823-0701 
 

A block of rooms has been set aside for the conference at the Holiday Inn Express located off Exit 252 on 
I-70/9th Street Exit. The rate is $89.00 plus tax which includes a FULL breakfast (waffles, meats, eggs, 
biscuits & gravy, fruits, cereal, etc.). To get the conference rate, please give the three initial code of 
“SHT” at the time you make your reservations. Phone: 785-827-9000 
 

A block of rooms has been set aside at America’s Best Inn located off Exit 252/I-70/9th Street exit. The 
rate is $54.95 plus tax. Continental breakfast provided. Cut-off date for reservations is September 15, 
2008. Phone: 785-825-2500 
 

SMOKY HILL MUSEUM 
The Smoky Hill Museum is a Nationally Accredited, regional history museum in the heart of downtown 
Salina and is located at 8th and Iron in the Historic Lee District. Captivating galleries, engaging activities, 
fascinating stories and much more make this a must see museum. Interwoven with experiences, tales, 
photographs, and artifacts, the history of the Smoky Hills region comes alive. 
 

The galleries are free and open to the public, however donations are appreciated. If you would like a tour, 
please call ahead to make reservations. Although some visitors have been known to stay all afternoon, 
they suggest you plan to spend an hour with them. The museum and store will be open during our 
conference: Friday 11 am–5 pm, Saturday 10 am–5 pm, Sunday 1 pm–5 pm. For more information, 
please visit www.smokyhillmusrum.orgwww.smokyhillmusrum.org or call 785-309-5776. 
 

TOURS 
Bus Tour of Salina Area (Friday, October 17, 2008) 
Salina was established along the Fort Riley Military Road in 1858. Early settlers were said to be 
fascinated by artifacts left on the ground from an earlier Indian battle between the wild tribes of the 
prairie and the reservation tribes of eastern Kansas. Salina was the western most village on the Kansas 
plains for nine years from 1859 to 1867 when the railroad thrust civilization further west. We’ll visit the 
little known locations that shaped the frontier town of Salina. 
 

Bus Tour Salina to Ellsworth (Saturday, October 18, 2008 
The Smoky Hill Trail continues west from Salina following the Spring Creek valley. The country west of 
Salina was the beginning of the great herds of buffalo and the domain of the wild prairie bands of 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, and Comanche. The rolling Smoky Hills provide a mix of short and tall 
grasses known as the mid-grass prairie providing some of the finest grazing in the country. We will visit 
stage stations, road ranches, Fort Ellsworth, and Fort Harker. 
 

Smoky Hill Bison Company Tour and Dinner (Saturday, October 18, 2008) 
Dinner and meeting will be held at the Smoky Hill Bison Company. For the people not attending the 
Salina to Ellsworth tour, directions are as follows: from Highway I-135, please look for Exit 82 (Assaria) 
and if you are coming from the South on I-135, take Exit 78 (Lindsborg/Bridgeport). Then follow the 
Smoky Hill Bison Buffalo signs to the Smoky Hill Bison Visitors Center. 
 

Tours of the buffalo herd is available for 12 or more people and the cost is $7 for adults, $5 for children 
ages 4-12, and children three and under ride free with paying adult. You can make these arrangements 
once you arrive at the Smoky Hill Bison Company. Dinner is buffet style: BuffaJoe sandwiches, potato 
salad, baked beans, relishes, potato chips, cookies, and beverages. 
 

Student Scholarships Available for Conference 
Student scholarships covering registration fees for any of the speaker sessions are available to attend the 
2nd Annual Smoky Hill Trail Conference, October 17-19, 2008 in Salina, Kansas.  If you are interested in 
applying, please contact Donna Malsom at 785-769-4268 or donnam@collyer.usnnam@collyer.us.  Be prepared to provide 
information on what studies you are involved with; outline your historical interests and why you would 
need the assistance, etc.  



SMOKY HILL TRAIL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 
 
Friday, October 17 
  9:00 a.m. –11:00 a.m. Board of Directors Meeting 
         Smoky Hill Museum – 2nd Floor, 211 West Iron 
11:00 a.m. –  5:00 p.m. Registration & Smoky Hill Museum tour  

Smoky Hill Museum – Main Floor – 211 West Iron 
  1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Tour of Smoky Hill related sites in and around Salina 
  6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Banquet/ General Membership Meeting/Awards Presentation/ 

Keynote Address: Cheyenne’s and the Smoky Hill Trail – 
Serle Chapman, Cheyenne historian from Wyoming,  
Bicentennial Center - Heritage Hall – 800 The Midway 

 
Saturday, October 18 
 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Registration, Silent Auction, & Sessions 
                                       Salina Community Theatre -303 East Iron 
 8:15 a.m. –   8:30 a.m. Welcome, Announcements, Introduction of Speaker 
 8:30 a.m. –   9:30 a.m. Session:  The Smoky Hill Trail and Its Impact on the Hancock 

Expedition – Dr. Timothy A. Zwink, Oklahoma Historical Society 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Session: Conquering the Smoky Hill Trail’s Unexplored West 

Ends  
 Lee Whiteley, Colorado historian 

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Break  
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Session:  A Rephotographic Survey of Alexander Gardner’s 

1867 “Across the Continent on the Kansas Pacific Railroad” -  
  John Charlton, Kansas Geological Survey 

12:00 p.m. -  1:00 p.m.           Lunch On Own 
  1:00 p.m. –  5:00 p.m. Bus Tour of Smoky Hill route west of Salina visiting old ranch 

sites:   Buzzard Roost, Mushroom Rock, Fort Ellsworth & Fort 
Harker, ending in Ellsworth, led by Jim Gray  

   6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Meal and Program at Smoky Hill Bison Company 
    Session:  Settling on the Smoky Hill - 

              Linda Hubalek, author of Butter in the Well book series. 
     
Sunday, October 19 
  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Registration & Sessions 
                                                Salina Community Theatre - 303 East Iron 
  8:15 a.m. –  8:30 a.m. Welcome, Announcements, Introduction of Speaker 
  8:30 a.m. –  9:30 a.m. Session:  Phillip’s Town among the Buffalo – Judy Lilly, 
    Salina Public Library 
  9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Session:  Results of Historical Archeological Investigations at 

Forts Ellsworth and Harker, Ellsworth County, Kansas -  
Marsha King, Kansas Department of Transportation      
Archaeologist    

10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Break  
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Session: Weapons on the Smoky Hill Trail – George Elmore,  

  Park Ranger/Historian, Fort  Larned National Historic Site 
 



  
 Serle L. Chapman 
 Keynote Speaker, Friday Evening, October 17 
 “Cheyennes and the Smoky Hill Trail” 
 
 
 
 

The author of seven successful titles, Serle Chapman, received a 1996 Book of the Year accolade 
in Europe for this first book, and this second, Of Earth and Elders: Visions and Voices from 
Native America, achieved outstanding international reviews. Former US President Bill Clinton 
wrote the foreword to this third book, We, the People. Chapman’s books have been published in 
different languages on three continents, and his work has been highlighted on international TV 
and radio. One of the world’s premiere arts complexes, London’s Barbican Center, described 
him in their ‘Written America’ series as “a critically acclaimed writer and one of the world’s 
leading photographers.” In 2004 an exhibition of Chapman’s photography opened the prestigious 
international literary and arts event, ‘Festival America,’ in Paris. The National Geographic 
Society has endorsed his work, and the Associated Press has reported that he is considered to be 
“one of America’s fifty most influential writers.” In the capacity of both author and 
photographer, Chapman’s work has appeared in numerous national and international 
publications, from The Times of London to the The Navajo Times.  
 
The firsts US royalties he ever received were donated to the Head Start program located in 
Martin, near the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, and author royalties from both Of Earth and 
Elders and We, The People were committed to the American Indian College Fund. In recognition 
of his literary efforts, and philanthropic activities in Native America, Chapman received letters 
of commendation from Nelson Mandela, US Vice President Dick Cheney, US President George 
W. Bush, former US Presidents Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter, and US Presidential and Vice 
Presidential candidate, Senator John Edwards. President Clinton, who describes Serle as “a great 
photographer,” and he “was honored to be able to write the foreword remarks for We, The 
People.” The book is described as “a stunning visual and literary portrait of indigenous existence 
past and present,” with Chapman’s Portraiture acclaimed by critics as “a contemporary 
equivalent to the work of Edward S. Curtis.” Chapman’s latest book, Promise: Bozeman’s Trail 
to destiny, received the Wyoming State Historical Society first prize award in history and non-
fiction. Chapman’s forbears include a legendary frontier scout, Amos Chapman, and his wife 
Mary Chapman, a.k.a. Long Neck Woman – daughter of the Cheyenne chief, Sleeping Bear, an 
adopted daughter of Chief Stone Calf, and a granddaughter to Chief Black Kettle. Chapman’s 
tribal heritage also includes his Dakota relatives, and direct lineage to his mother’s people, the 
Kalderas (Rom), among which nation he carries the name of a hereditary band leader. 
 



 
Jim Gray 
Friday, October 17, 1:00-4:00 p.m., Tour 
Saturday, October 18, 1:00-5:00 p.m., Tour 
 See schedule for tour details. 
 
 

Jim Gray raises Hereford cattle on the family ranch established in 1883. In 1995 he and Linda 
Kohls established Drovers Mercantile in Ellsworth, KS. The business is a cowboy shop based on 
the train-driving history of Ellsworth. In 1996 they founded C.O.W.B.O.Y. (Cockeyed Old West 
Band of Yahoos) Society to promote and preserve the cowboy heritage of Kansas & published 
the periodical Kansas Cowboy. Annual treks across Kansas to historic sites, especially along the 
Smoky Hill Trail, have resulted in a better understanding of the Smoky Hill Trail and its history. 
Jim provides excellent tours of historic trail sites. 

 

Tim Zwink 
 Saturday, October 18, 8:30 a.m. 
 “The Smoky Hill Trail and Its Impact on the  
 Hancock Expedition” 
 
 
 

A native Kansan, Tim earned his BA and MA degrees in history from Fort Hays State University 
and a PhD in history from Oklahoma State University. He has taught history courses at 
Oklahoma State University, Northwestern Oklahoma State University, and the University of 
Oklahoma. Zwink’s primary field of interest is the American West, with a major area of research 
and writing emphasis on the post-Civil War frontier military and Plains Indians. Zwink’s thesis 
topic was the Hancock Expedition, and his dissertation was on Fort Larned. He currently works 
for the Oklahoma Historical Society in Oklahoma City. 

 
Lee Whiteley 
 Saturday, October 18, 9:30 a.m. 
 “Conquering the Smoky Hill Trail’s Unexplored  
 West Ends”  
 
 
 

Lee is a fourth-generation Coloradan now living in Centennial. He has authored five books on 
the transportation history of the West on the topics of wagon roads and early automobile 
highways. He writes for American Road Magazine and is a member of the Smoky Hill Trail 
Association, Oregon-California Trails Association, Santa Fe Trail Association, and the Lincoln 
Highway Association. He is currently working on a book on the transportation history from the 
Missouri River to the Rocky Mountains of Colorado: the Smoky Hill Trail, the Kansas Pacific 
Railway, the Victory Highway, and U.S. Highway 40. 



 
John Charlton 
Saturday, October 18, 11:00 a.m. 
“A Rephotographic Survey of Alexander Gardner’s 
1867 ‘Across the Continent on the Kansas Pacific 
Railroad’” 
 

John is a graduate of KU and has worked as a photographer at the KU Spencer Art Museum 
during graduate school and became staff photographer for the Kansas Geological Survey in the 
early 1980’s. His photographs are in Kansas Geology and Roadside Kansas by the University 
Press of Kansas, and The Canyon Revisited: A Rephotography of the Grand Canyon by the Utah 
University Press. They are also on KGS.edu along with the Gardner rephoto series. 

 
Linda Hubalek 
Saturday, October 18, 6:00 p.m. 
“Settling on the Smoky Hill” 
 
 
 
 

Linda grew up on a farm along the Smoky Hill River near Bridgeport, Kansas, and lived in three 
states with her husband, Verne, before moving back to Kansas. Although her degree from KSU 
is in horticulture, in 1991 Linda started writing about the Swedish immigrant woman that 
homesteaded her family’s farm in 1869. After writing ten books about Kansas pioneer women, 
Linda is back on land overlooking the river and the farm where she grew up. Hubalek owns 
Smoky Hill Bison Company, a working bison farm, specializing in agritourism-featuring a 
Visitors Center, gift shop, group tours, and an annual fall maze and pumpkin patch. Her website 
BisonFarm.com sells buffalo meat, hides, skulls, t-shorts, and toys. 

 

Judy Lilly 
Sunday, October 19, 8:30 a.m. 
“Phillips’s Town Among the Buffalo” 
 
 
 
 

A former high school English teacher, Judy Lilly has worked for seventeen years as the Kansas 
history librarian at the Salina Public Library, overseeing a Kansas and local history collection. 
She received her BA in English at Bethany College, Lindsborg, and an MS in Education from 
Kansas State University. After six years of writing a history/genealogy column for the Salina 
Journal, she published a collection of these articles in a volume called Voices from the Valley. 
She has also published short fiction and historical nonfiction in various anthologies. She and her 
husband, Dennis, live in Salina and have three grown daughters. 
 



 

Marsha King 
Sunday, October 19, 9:30 a.m. 
“Results of Historical Archeological 
Investigations at Forts Ellsworth and Harker, 
Ellsworth County, Kansas” 
 

Marsha received her BA in history and anthropology from Wichita State University in 1979. She 
completed her MA in anthropology, with an emphasis on historical archeology, in 1981 at Brown 
University. Her master’s thesis dealt with the rise and fall of Midian, Kansas, a twentieth century 
oil field boom town. Marsha’s PhD research involved historical archaeological study of the Santa 
Fe Trail focused on camp sites, stream crossings, and later settlement and development along the 
route. During thirty years as a professional archeologist, Marsha has conducted archaeological 
investigations in the Southwest and New England, as well as in Kansas. Marsha returned to her 
native Kansas in 1993 to assume a position as Special Projects Archeologist for the Kansas State 
Historical Society. While with the Society, Marsha conducted archeological investigations at 
numerous historic farmsteads, urban residences, and commercial sites, several sites on the Santa 
Fe Trail, and at Forts Dodge, Harker, Hays, and Wallace. Since 2001 she has worked as the 
KDOT Archeologist, reviewing plans for potential impacts to archeological and other historic 
properties on all KDOT projects, as well as conducting Native American consultation. 

 
George Elmore 
Sunday, October 19, 11:00 a.m. 
“Weapons on the Smoky Hill Trail” 
 
 

George has worked as a Park Ranger/Historian at Fort Larned National Historic Site from 1973 
to present. He is widely known for his knowledge in Frontier Army History but also his expertise 
is small arms of the Civil War. Elmore has been an instructor at the National Park Service 
Historic Weapons Program since the mid-1980s. In 2008, George was the lead instructor for all 
the NPS historic weapons safety supervisors in training held at Fort McClellan. He has 
researched and written numerous historic weapons manuals for the NPS that cover the history, 
safe handling and firing of those weapons. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Smoky Hill Trail Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 322 
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